














Our focus is serving youth, whether they have been 
trafficked or are at risk of  being trafficked.

Is the diagnostic tool used solely for data collection 
or is it necessary to serve the youth more effectively?

Will it cause more harm than good to dig for a 
disclosure?

Who is the best available person to complete 
diagnostic tool?







Praise youth when they make good choices, including not running away.Praise

Talk to youth about risks of  running away, safety planning, and how to seek help if  they end up in a bad situation. Prevention

If  a youth has run away, continue calling and texting them, encourage the youth to come back.Continue

When possible, answer your phone after hours and for unknown numbers.Answer

Do not drive around dangerous places looking for the youth.  Discernment



1

Continue 
contacting 
family members 
and others the 
youth contacts.

2

Make CPS intake 
referrals, notify 
team that youth 
has run away if  
they don’t know.

3

Check that a 
missing person 
report has been 
filed.

4

Make referrals to 
police, FBI, HT 
Task Force, even 
with limited 
information.

5

Try to keep CPS 
and Court from 
closing the case.



What Can You do?



What is success?  

What can be 
achieved in the 
timeline of  the 

case?  

Check your 
privilege.

Two steps 
forward, one step 

back

Manipulative 
behavior



Least-restrictive, most   

family-like setting.

GAL may have more 
involvement in 
recommending 

placement.

GAL may need to 
investigate available 

family members/kinship 
that CPS cannot approve 

as placement.

What is available to the 
child? Criteria? 

Consider triggers and 
relationships.

Lack of  available secure 
residential placements. 
Impact of  Family First 
Prevention Services Act 

Qualified Residential 
Treatment Programs



Electronic Monitoring 
Device (EMD)/ankle 

monitor/GPS

Detention/Release

*OVERUSED!*

Avoid jailing victims 
wherever possible.

Secure transport

Evaluations – PSI, BHJJ, 
mental health, 

psychological evaluation, 
human trafficking 

screening tool, education, 
substance abuse.



File Safe Harbor motion for 
Delinquency

Dedicated docket participation 
(voluntary)

Incentives – be creative, specific to the 
youth’s situation

Be aware of  HT specific resources in 
your community



When to file a 
Dependency 

complaint – for 
youth, minor child

Who should file?

Bridges Program

Check facts in 
Records – police, 
hospital, mental 

health, school, CPS



Has youth been 
enrolled in school?  Is 

there a gap? 

How to supplement?

Has youth been 
evaluated for 

Individualized 
Education Program 
(IEP) or 504 plan?  

Alternative schools

Recovery High School

Credit Recovery

Vocational Training

Counseling at school



Does youth have documentation?  Is it current and accessible?

Is there a deportation hearing?  Refer to immigration attorney.

Is youth an undocumented child without parents in the United States? File for 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS) findings with Juvenile Court and refer.

Has the child been trafficked while in the United States?  Eligible for T-Visa?

Are there community resources to support the youth’s cultural needs? Interpreter? 
Cultural liaison?  Are these individuals neutral?



Youth may have been sent to 
the United States alone to 

provide for family.  

Youth may have been brought 
to the United States by family 
and then abandoned or sent 

with traffickers.

Youth or their family may 
owe a debt to smugglers, who 

are aggressively seeking 
repayment.

Youth may reside with relatives 
or non-relatives, who may not 

be who they say they are. 
Interview youth multiple times 

and individually. Utilize an 
interpreter, cultural liaison.         

Watch for labor trafficking as 
domestic servant, worker in     
a business, agriculture, or 

criminal enterprise.

Pregnancy is common;     
myth that having a child in  

the United States is a pathway 
to citizenship compels some 
men to impregnate young 

female immigrants.



Survival sex, youth 
performing sexual acts in 

exchange for food, 
shelter, drugs.  

Youth may have run 
away, possibly from an 
abusive family home, 

foster care, group home, 
or residential facility.

Youth may be living in 
family or group home 

and leaving for       
periods of  time.

Youth may miss school 
or fall asleep while in 

school. 

Could be familial 
trafficking, family 

member providing access 
to child in exchange for 

material benefit.

Pimp “boyfriend” may be 
involved.  Perpetrator or 
trafficker may be female, 

or same-age peer.



Youth may be involved in gang in exchange 
for meeting basic needs, protection.

Youth may be compelled to engage in 
criminal enterprise, including violent crime.

Sometimes youth may be exploited in 
multiple ways simultaneously.

Other professionals may not view youth as a 
victim.  Be aware of  competing interests.
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