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Know M ore, Do M ore:
Recognizing & Responding to Stalking

O hio CASA Conference
O ctober 1, 2026
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Understanding Stalking
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O hio Stalking Statute
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O HIO  REV. CO DE ANN. §2903.211 (W EST 
2025-2026). M ENACING BY STALKING
(A)(1) No person by engaging in a pattern of conduct shall knowingly 

cause another person to believe that the offender will cause physical 
harm to the other person or a family or household member of the 
other person orcause mental distress to the other person ora family 
or household member of the other person […]

FIRST DEGREE M ISDEM EANO R

O HIO  REV. CO DE ANN. §2903.211 (W EST 
2025-2026). M ENACING BY STALKING
(A)(2) No person, through the use of any form of written 

communication or any electronic method of remotely transferring 
information, including, but not limited to, any computer, computer 
network, computer program, computer system, or 
telecommunication device shall post a message or use any 
intentionally written or verbal graphic gesture with purpose to do 
either of the following:

• (a) Violate division (A)(1) of this section;

• (b) Urge or incite another to commit a violation of division 
(A)(1) of this section.

• (3) No person, with a sexual motivation, shall violate division 
(A)(1) or (2) of this section.

FIRST DEGREE 
M ISDEM EANO R

Expressing Desire for No Contact

* “I am not interested in having a relationship with you. Do 
not contact me ever again. Do not call, stop by, text, or 
contact me in any way whatsoever.” 

* “I do not want you to contact me in any way. If you 
continue to do so –or if you are on my property, or follow 
me –I will call the police.”

* “I am ending this relationship. I am not going to change my 
mind. Do not contact me again. I do not want to have any 
communication with you, in any form. If you try to contact 
me, I will call the police/take legal action.”

Can becom e a Fourth Degree Felony:
A) Previous stalking conviction
B) O ffender made a threat of physical harm to or against the victim 

(or induced third party to do so)
C) O ffender trespassed on the land or premises where the victim lives, 

is employed, or attends school (or induced a third party to do so)
D)The victim is a minor
E) The offender has a history of violence toward the victim or any 

other person 
F) O ffender had a deadly weapon on or about the offender’s person or 

under the offender’s control. 
G) O ffender was the subject of an order of protection…regardless of 

whether the person to be protected under the order is the victim of 
the offense or another person.

H)O ffender caused serious physical harm to the premises at which 
the victim resides, to the real property on which that premises is 
located, or to any personal property located on that premises (or 
induced third party to do so)

I) Prior to committing the offense, the offender had been 
determined to represent a substantial risk of physical harm to 
others as manifested by evidence of then-recent homicidal or 
other violent behavior, evidence of then-recent threats that 
placed another in reasonable fear of violent behavior and serious 
physical harm, or other evidence of then-present 
dangerousness.

(3) If the victim of the offense is an officer or employee of a public 
children services agency or a private child placing agency and the 
offense relates to the officer’s or employee’s performance or 
anticipated performance of official responsibilities or duties

Can becom e a Fourth Degree Felony:
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Stalking Prevalence
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Stalking Behaviors
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Potential Relevant Charges: O hio
• 2903.08 Aggravated vehicular 
assault; vehicular assault

• 2903.22M enacing.
• 2903.35Filing false patient 
abuse or neglect complaints

• 2905.03 Unlawful restraint.
• 2905.11 Extortion.
• 2905.12 Coercion.
• 2905.33 Unlawful conduct 
with respect to documents.

• 2907.08 Voyeurism.
• 2909.05 Vandalism.
• 2909.09 Vehicular vandalism.
• 2909.07 Criminal mischief.
• 2911.13 Breaking and entering.
• 2911.21 Criminal trespass.
• 2913.02Theft.

• 2913.04 Unauthorized use of 
property -computer, cable, or 
telecommunication property.

• 2913.49Identity fraud.
• 2917.11Disorderly conduct.
• 2917.21 Telecommunications 
harassment.

• 2917.211 Dissemination of image of 
another person.

• 2917.32M aking false alarms.
• 2919.23Interference with custody.
• 2919.27 Violating protection order.
• 2921.04 Intimidation of attorney, 
victim or witness in criminal case or 
delinquent child action proceeding.

• 2921.14 M aking or causing false 
report of child abuse or 
neglect

Co-Victim izations:
Stalking & Dom estic/Dating 

Violence
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Co-Victim izations:
Stalking & Sexual Violence
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Responding to Stalking
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Resources & W rap-Up
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